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West Bengal State University
B.A./B.Sc./B.Com ( Honours, Major, General) Examinations, 2014

Part - I

HISTORY - GENERAL
Paper - I

( For Casual Candidates )
Duration: 3 Hours I [ Full Marks: 100

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words as Jar as practicable.
The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

~<f~~~~~<n~~1

~ Jf~~~M- '1.~ ~ I

Answer Question No. 1 and any Jour from -the rest.

~ .,~ ~ ~<f~ \5RT cq c<W1~ ~ ~ w., I

l. Answer any ten questions from the following:

~cqc<W1~~~w.,:

10 x 2 = 20

Group-A

~~ - <f)

a) Mention the names of two Indian Archaeologists who discovered the Indus

Valley Civilization.

~ ~ 2l~\5gPH.I{~~ M-~ ~ ~ ~ \5I1M$1~ <Pt~ffi:tC1"1 I

b) What do you mean by 'Sabha' and 'Samity' of the Vedic period?

~ ~~ 'Jf\5T' '8 '~' ~ f<rs ~ ?

c) How many Jain Tirthankaras were there? Name the last two of them.
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d) Who was the author of 'Arthashastra' ? Whose achievements are mentioned
in it ?

e) Who composed 'Nasik Prasasti'? Whose achievements were mentioned in the
Prasasti?

.~ ~. <fS@~ ? ~~ ~ 'fR>CO~ <!lflJ"( ~ ~ ?

f) Who introduced the 'Saka' era and when?
c<l5~<r~ ~ ,~. ~ ~ ?

g) Who was Fa-Hien ? During whose reign did he visit India?

<r1-~ c<l5 ? <fS@ ~118T~<pltC1~ ~ \5!WR ?

h) Who was Banabhatta ? What is the name of his book?
~ c<l5fucoR? ~~ ~~f<fi?

i) During whose reign did Hiuen-Tsang visit India ? What is the name of his
book?

~ ~\; ~ ~118T~<pltC1~1~\5<l~ ~ ? ~ CC'f~ ~ ~ f<fi ?

j) Who was the first Muslim invader of Bengal? Who was the ruler of Bengal at
that time?

<n~G1Bf ~~ ~"'1~I"'l ~~ c<l5fucoR? ~ ~ <n~G1Bf ~ c<fi fucoR ?

k) Who was Raziya ? Why was she killed ?

~ c<l5fucoR ? ~ c<l5"'l~ ~ ?

1) Who were the Neo-Muslim ? Who subdued them?

"'l<n ~p1"'1~I"'l <lSRfl ? c<l5~ ~ ~ ?

m) Mention two foreign travellers who visited the Vijaynagar Empire.

~~ >iltllQel! \511~ ~ ~ ~ ~ fc1~ I

n) What are Dohas? Who composed them and in what language?

~ f<fi ? ~~fc1c<l5R ~. c<l5~ ~ ?

0) Who were Ramdeva and Guru Nanak ?
~ -e ~~ c<fi fucoR ?
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Group - B

~'f - ~

Answer any four questions.

QT c;<iI5R mfij- ~ ~ ~ I

4 x 20 = 80

2. Discuss the importance and problems of Literary sources in the writing of ancient
Indian History.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~"f\3 ~9fNR~~ ~¥§ '8 ~~~ '5llt"11b"'ll ~ I

3. Discuss the political and social life of the Rig-VedicAryans.

<ll~ ~ 'll1'8it"lN5<lS '8 >11~1~<lS ~ '5l1C"11b"'ll ~ I

4. Account for the rise of Magadha as a political power in ancient India.

~ ~ 'llli9i~"'IN5<lS ~ ~ ~~ ~ "<qS@Cf~~ '5llt"11b"'ll ~ I

5. How do explain the decline and the fall of Mouryan Empire?

~ >1ltl\tiSTl'll ~ '8 ~ ~ <m~ ~ <m:r ?

6. Evaluate the political and cultural achievements of the Kushana emperor
Kanishka.

~Cf ~ <lSHC$'ll 'll1'8it"'lN5<lS '8 ">11~~ '5l;QQ1C"I'll ~ ~ I

7. Give an account of the cultural progress in India during the Gupta age. Is it
correct to describe this age as a 'Golden age' ?

~~sr ~1'llC\5'll ">11~~ \5f~~ ~ ~ I \£l~"7.J.~ f<fi '~~sr' <f"11 <m:r ?

8. Discuss the role of Iltutmish in consolidating the Sultanate of Delhi.

~ >i"1\!)IH'll ~~~ ~e,~ ~ '5l1C"11b"'ll ~ I

9. Discuss the socio-political and cultural achievements of the Iliyas Shahi dynasty
in Bengal.

~~C'ffif ~~IC>1 ~ ~ <l"~~ >11~1~<lS, 'llliSTt"lN5<lS '8 ">11~~ tR>~ '5l IC"1Ib"'l I ~ I

10. How did the Bhakti movement affect the social and cultural life in Medieval
India?

\5fu; '5l1Cii'fl"1"'1 ~ ~~ >11~1~<lS '8 ">11~~ 'Sij;q"'lC<lS ~ <lSC'll~"1 ?


